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(Translation) Mailed: September 7. 2004 

fJnTlFICATIO ^ ^ nF REASO NS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No.: 2002-1 99941 
Examiner's Notice Date: August 31, 2004 

Examiner: S. Tsukuba 

This application is rejected on the grounds stated below. Any opinion 
about the rejection must be filed within 60 DAYS of the mailmg date hereof. 

REASONS 

The Inventions recited in the following claims are unpatentable 
under Section 29 (2) of the Patent Law. as being such that the 
invention could easily have been made by a person wrt*^ ordinajr 
skill in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of the 
Invention described in the following publications dlstnbuted in 
Japan or a foreign country prior to this application or the invention 
made available to the public through electric telecomrnumcation 
lines in Japan or a foreign country prior to this application. 

REMARKS 

• Claims 1 and 4 

• Reference 1 or 2 

• Note 

Reference 1 discloses coloring the surface of a grindstone, so that the 
abrasive grain and the surface of the substrate are different. 

Reference 2 discloses mixing a coloring agent into a grindstone when 
molding. The color of the coloring agent is a mere matter of design. A person 
skilled in the art would readily make the color different from the color of abrasive 
grain as needed. 



• Claim 2 

• Reference 1 
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Claim 3 . 
Reference 2 



• Claims 5-7 and 9-10 
< Reference 1 
■ Note 

Reference t describes a visual check. Replacing the visual check with 
an image processing is a well-known technique. It would be unnecessary to 
indicate an example of such a well-4<nown technique, and it would not be difficult 
to apply the well-known image processing technique to the invention described 
In Reference 1 , thereby obtaining the present invention. 

Reference 1 describes using of a low-viscosity liquid as a coloring agent, 
so that the coloring agent adhered to abrasive grain can be removed. As a 
result of this feature, the base of the abrasive grain is exposed (claim 7). and 
the color of the coloring agent on the surface of the abrasive grain is changed to 
a second color (claim 9). 



Rpfftrences Cited: 

1. Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 7-218416 

2. Japanese Utility Model Application No. 118642/85 (Jpn. UM Appln. KOKAI 
Publication No. 62-29256) 
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